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March 9, 2017 

Dear Fifth Grade Parents, 

Welcome to Trottier!  We have a lot to share this spring to get everyone ready for middle school. 

This transition is an important one, which we would like to make as smooth as possible.  In this 

letter, I am announcing upcoming events relating to transition, explaining our placement 

process, and sending you the course selection form for the elective classes.  

For our new students -- There are several events scheduled this spring that are intended to 

support a smooth transition.  Many fifth graders have come to Trottier several times since 

September.  We have a great partnership with Neary that allows us to share our space for special 

events. In June, fifth graders will visit Trottier for our student orientation, which includes a tour 

of the school and a chance to hear from administrators, teachers, guidance counselors, and sixth 

grade students about life at Trottier.  In addition, representatives from Trottier will be going to 

Neary this spring to talk about transition with the students and meeting with teachers.  Over the 

summer, I welcome students and families to come to Trottier to become more acclimated with 

the building.  We recommend calling ahead to see if you will be allowed access.  All of these 

events are aimed at making students as comfortable as possible.  There is always a level of 

anxiety that is expected, but we hope it will be reduced with the amount of exposure that is 

offered. 

Parent Orientation – Parent Orientation will be Tuesday, May 9th.  A presentation will be 

held at 6pm with tours of the building to follow at 7pm.  This is a change from past practice and 

the dates are different than the SOS Calendar.  We had to change our dates due to an adjustment 

in Town Meeting schedule -- please adjust accordingly.  This is an evening for parents with an 

introduction to our school including academics, activities, and what to expect on the first few 

days.  It will also include an introduction to the Stone Environmental Center Trip.  The Stone  
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Trip is a 6th grade tradition that will happen in the fall of 2017.  The presentation will also give 

you an opportunity to tour the school, hear presentations from Mr. Hreschuk, Mrs. Anderson 

and Mrs. Morgan (guidance counselors), 6th grade teachers, and myself.  This event will be held 

on Tuesday, May 9th at 6pm, with tours of the building to follow at 7pm.  We hope you’ll 

make a note of the date, and join us for that evening. 

Placement Request -- We have changed past practice. We will not be accepting lists of friends to be 

considered during the placement process.  We have found that these lists unnecessarily complicate the 

placement process and have created added distraction that takes away from student learning.  In order 

to create the best possible learning environment for all of our students, we try to balance classes in a 

number of different ways -- gender, learning style, behavioral issues, as well as skill level in particular 

areas.  We also provide for movement in class placement, so that students interact with a variety of 

students during the day.  Our students change classes for each subject and specialists.  We have found 

that the scheduling process naturally creates balance, eliminates problems, and allows students to build 

new friendships without complicating the information with unnecessary list.  We have done this for a 

few years and the results have been strong.   

However, if you have additional information about your child’s learning needs that your child’s current 

teachers may not be aware of and that you feel we should consider when scheduling classes for the 

upcoming year, please do send me a letter or email by Thursday, May 11th (email address: 

klavoie@nsboro.k12.ma.us).  We do ask that you not make requests regarding specific teachers.  It is 

also important that you do not make scheduling or placement requests to 5th grade teachers, or at IEP 

or 504 meetings.  It’s wonderful to have those discussions; however, in order to be considered, requests 

need to be sent via letter or emailed to me.   

In addition, we ask that you consider not writing a letter at all.  We have found that the 

scheduling process will do a good job at connecting students and balancing classes.  The natural 

transition to middle school will sometimes eliminate previous relationships that were strained.  

We appreciate your compliance with these guidelines.  

Math Placement – At Trottier, math classes are leveled by achievement.  Our 6th grade math course is 

divided into three different levels: fast-paced, regular-paced, and transition.  Fifth grade teachers 

recommend students for the appropriate level by reviewing placement test scores (to be taken this 

spring) and classroom performance.   

Parents reserve the right to override the placement, but it is not recommended.  Neary and Trottier 

teachers put a great deal of thought into the recommendation process for student leveling.  We have 

found that overrides to higher levels of math are unsuccessful greater than 70% of the time.  Success 

can’t always be measured in grades, but in student academic stress level.  However, if you feel that your  
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daughter/son can meet the expectations of a level of math higher than what is recommended, we will 

also be happy to answer any questions you may have.  Feel free to email me and I will get you in touch 

with the necessary staff member.  If you decide to override the recommendation, we require you to sign 

an agreement.  This agreement is to ensure that students receive the necessary support from home if 

they are not meeting the expectations of the course. 

We are not allowing 6th graders to take 7th or 8th grade math courses.  Instead, we have designed a 

program of study that will allow our advanced math students to excel.  To help support our accelerated 

math students, we subscribe to online learning options to supplement their middle school experience.  

These enrichment activities will be available on a volunteer basis and will be accessible for all interested 

students.   

World Language – In 6th grade, most students take a half year of exploratory Spanish and 

another half year of exploratory French.  Parents and students have the choice to continue world 

language study during the 7th and 8th grade year in either Spanish or French. The World 

Language Department will field your questions about the formal 7th and 8th grade program as 

well as the respective paths for the high school as the 6th grade year progresses.  The students 

that are not recommended for formal Spanish and French in 7th/8th grade will take a Reading 

Course.  This recommendation comes from the collaboration of our 6th grade teachers with input 

from our World Language teachers. 

Student class schedules – To prepare 6th graders’ schedules, we are also asking you to 
review and complete the attached course selection form and return it to your 
child’s homeroom teacher by Thursday, May 11th.  Attached to this letter is information 

about the elective classes, including -- band, chorus, orchestra, and art elective.  Please review 

this information, call with any questions you may have, and then complete and return the form 

indicating which, if any, of these courses you wish your child to take in 6th grade.  These are full-

year courses and it is required that students sign-up for these courses ONLY if they are willing to 

commit for ½ of the year. Please speak to Mr. Curtis or Mrs. Spignese if you have any questions.  

In addition, we do schedule students into courses if we deem that their schedule has room. We 

will be discussing the particulars of the schedule in more detail at the various orientations. 

Locker Combination Locks – We require all students to purchase a lock for their locker.  The 

lock can only be Trottier issued for security reasons.  In recent years, many have questioned why 

we require a lock, because students rarely use the lock for their lockers.  We have reviewed the 

policy and determined that encouraging students to use their lock is in the best interest of the 

students. The locks will be distributed in advance of next year during our June 2016 Student 

Orientation.  We will collect $6 from each student in the fall to cover the expense.   
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That was a lot of information in one letter!  Please feel free to give me a call with any questions 

you have  (or you can e-mail me at: klavoie@nsboro.k12.ma.us). I look forward to meeting those 

of you whom I have not met and to working with your children next year as they begin their 

middle school years! 

Summary of Deadlines & Meetings: 

- May 9th  – Parent Orientation (Presentation – 6pm, Tours – 7pm – Trottier Auditorium) 
- May 11th   – Course Selection Form need to completed and returned to 5th grade teacher 
- May 11th   – Placement Letters to be emailed or mailed to Keith Lavoie at Trottier. 

 

Sincerely, 

Keith T. Lavoie 
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